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Towards an Inclusive Society

Something is missing in many of today's youth-leadership programs!
Organized efforts to build a new generation of caring and committed citizens
have almost universally ignored (or avoided) onc critical ingredient. Adding
ttrat ingredient can propel a project to the contemporary fr,ontier of brcakthrough
prograrnming. Once there, it can help a progam find its soul. The missing
ingredient is interdependence--full inclusion of youth with significant
disabilities.

Inclusion of teens with disabilities in regular youth leadenhip work is nothing
less than atomic! It melts away the need of non-labelled teens to hide "secret"
disabilities or to fear the exposue of qualities that may confirm the 'worst' in
them and lead to osracism. Inclusibn of teens with disabilities elevates
program design and ethical standards. It is the hellmark of genuine personal
and civic well being.

The \ilortd Interdependence Fund is a non-profit educational foundation.
Building upon ten yeirs of expcrience, WIF haideveloped a national nenpork
of trainers-and consultants creating and sustaining Proiect Interdepen(e-qce
a multi-state training and organizing strategy that . forges lasting friendship_s
among youth; . teaclies en "alla" awareness, and releases the capacities of youth
empowirment, sclf determination, and leadership in community organization;.
. divelops youth-, family-, professional-, busiiess- and civic- leadership joint
ventures.

Project Interdependence builds on fully integrating multicultural teens,
with and without disabilities and links those tcens with their schools and
communities through innovativc service learning, caregr funares exploration,
and civic activism.-It establishes parurerships urith cuning edge corporations,
encouraging youth to explore carcers in a sustainablc future.

Project Interdependence sponson Internet, a national multicultural,
cooperativc youth leadenhip network linking ttre foreqost Prygram! and people
devbted to valued futures for gll youth. The Ylorld Interdepen{ence
Fund provides pafi-day and multi-day hurds-on train{tg as-well as offering
expertise to pro-gfamS, trainers, and teenS wherever there is an intereSt in
forgrng inclusion.

Thc Americans with Disabilities Act, conv€ys a passionate national
challenge. The timc is ripc !o try new ways of including all yo94. National
and international realitics are crashing in on business-as-usual and demand new
leadenhip. It is no longer just a "good idea" to seck thc unity in our diversity -
itis a critical Arneicanagenfu.

For further information contact Billie Shawl, Administrator,
c/o VVIF, 745 University Ave. Sacramento' CA 95E25. Phone
9161922-0100 Fax 9161944-0700

725 University Avenue, Sacramento, CA 95825 (916) 922-0100 Fax: (915) 929-8412



MISSION STAIED{ET.TT
A uational leadership development and networking organization to develop a new' sustainable

generation of leadership to prnmote the full inclusion and interdependence of all peoples through
participatiou in the disabi[ty rigbts and other socid justice Eoveoents.

IR"AINING MODEIS
oAnchor Interdependence
. Discover Interdependence
cAccess Interdependence

IECENICAL ASSISTA}ICE
OD

.Best hactices

CONST'LTATION
oAwareness
.Inclusion Strategies
.Frogrz:a Design

YOT]TH LEADENSEIP DEVELOPMEI{T
PROJECT INTERDEPENDENCE

PT'BLIC EDUCATION
oPress and Media
oPlanning
oPolicy Development

CORPORAIE
PARTT\ERSIIIPS

National Economic
Council

CAREER FUTURES
Mat€rials and Events

National
INTERNET

(Intendependence Network)
o Communications o Conferences o Clearinghor:se

Contact 745 UuivssiryAve., Sacrameuto, CA958it5 Phone:916822'0100 Fa::91o9t!d''0700


